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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts; 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  Ibrowse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #06MANAGUA119. 
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11.  (C)  SUMMARY:  Leaders  of  the  Nicaraguan  Permanent  Human 

Rights  Commission  (CPDH),  a prominent  human  rights  NGO,  have 
informed  the  Ambassador  that  they  are  moving  forward  with  two 
projects  to  hold  Sandinista  (FSLN)  leaders  accountable  for 
abuses  of  power  committed  in  the  1980s.  They  are  also 
investigating  the  FSLN  cover-up  of  a recent  fatal  car 
accident  in  which  Daniel  Ortega's  son  was  reportedly  driving 
when  two  pedestrians  were  killed.  The  CPDH  is  concerned  by 
the  possibility  of  a combined  Daniel  Ortega-Herty  Lewites 
victory  in  the  November  national  elections  and  is  seeking 
international  funding  for  training  seminars  it  hopes  to  hold 
for  official  election  observers  from  the  "democratic"  parties 
in  an  effort  to  block  FSLN  attempts  to  steal  the  vote.  END 
SUMMARY . 

12.  (SBU)  In  a meeting  with  the  Ambassador  on  January  19, 
leaders  of  the  CPDH  reaffirmed  their  commitment  to  holding 
the  Sandinistas  accountable  for  past  and  present  abuses  of 
the  rights  of  Nicaraguan  citizens.  CPDH  President  Nicholas 
Bolanos  (President  Bolanos ' elder  brother).  Secretary  Raymond 
Genie,  and  Executive  Director  Marcos  Carmona  called  on  the 
Ambassador  to  discuss  ongoing  and  new  CPDH  projects.  They 
reported  that  two  projects  slated  to  receive  USG  funding  are 
already  underway.  These  projects  involve  the  computerization 
and  publication  of  the  organization's  archives  of  human 
rights  abuses,  most  of  which  date  from  the  1980s  era  of 
Sandinista  rule,  and  the  investigation  of  large  scale  FSLN 
rights  abuses  on  Nicaragua's  Atlantic  coast  during  the  1980s 
(reftels).  (NOTE:  Post  understands  that  DRL  has  budgeted 
funds  to  support  both  projects,  while  USAID  is  funding  the 
initial  stages  of  the  second  effort.  USAID  Managua  has 
already  signed  a contract  with  the  CPDH  and  expects  that  the 
first  disbursement  of  funding  will  be  made  during  the  week  of 
January  23-27,  enabling  the  CPDH  to  continue  and  expand  field 
work  documenting  1980s  abuses  on  the  Atlantic  coast  in 
February.  END  NOTE) 

1[3 . (SBU)  Given  the  power  and  influence  of  the  FSLN,  the  CPDH 
leaders  said  that  they  will  need  strong  USG  and  international 
support  if  their  efforts  are  to  succeed.  They  asked  for  USG 
assistance  in  finding  international  NGO  partners  to  help  them 
promote  the  Atlantic  coast  case  once  they  have  done  the 
domestic  work  of  gathering  the  information  for  the 
international  complaint  with  the  Inter-American  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  (lACHR).  They  also  anticipate  threats  and 
pressure  from  the  FSLN  once  the  Atlantic  coast  investigation 


gets  underway  in  the  field  and  gains  publicity. 

J.4 . (C)  The  CPDH  officials  added  that  they  have  received  a 
complaint  from  one  of  the  two  families  that  recently  lost 
their  sons  in  a Managua  traffic  accident.  Rafael  Ortega,  son 
of  FSLN  caudillo  Daniel  Ortega,  was  reportedly  in  the 
driver's  seat  when  the  incident  occurred.  Witnesses  of  the 
accident  reported  that  Rafael  Ortega  was  driving  the  car  that 
hit  the  two  young  men,  but  the  FSLN  pulled  a switch  at  the 
scene  of  the  accident,  claiming  that  another  driver  was 
behind  the  wheel  of  the  FSLN-owned  vehicle  that  struck  and 
killed  the  two  pedestrians.  So  powerful  is  the  fear  of 
Daniel  Ortega  and  the  FSLN  leadership  that  neither  the  police 
nor  the  media  dare  to  state  openly  what  really  happened,  even 
though  the  word  on  the  street  is  that  Ortega's  son  is  the 
culprit.  If  either  of  the  families  of  the  victims  press  the 
issue  and  the  CPDH  champions  their  case,  the  wrath  of  the 
FSLN  is  likely  to  fall  on  the  organization. 

^5.  (SBU)  The  CPDH  leaders  also  presented  the  Ambassador  with 
a project  proposal  soliciting  the  aid  of  international  donors 
for  the  organization's  efforts  to  train  official  party 
electoral  observers  ("fiscales")  for  the  November  national 
elections.  In  the  absence  of  committed  and  well-trained 
observers  from  other  parties,  the  FSLN  is  skilled  and 
experienced  at  manipulating  the  results  in  individual  polling 
centers,  as  it  demonstrated  once  again  in  the  November  2004 
municipal  elections.  The  CPDH  is  already  slated  to  receive 
100,000  USD  from  the  Government  of  Taiwan  for  this  effort  and 
will  be  seeking  additional  support  from  other  members  of  the 
international  donor  community  in  Managua.  The  Ambassador 
suggested  that  the  CPDH  approach  local  office  of  the  National 
Democratic  Institute  (NDI)  as  well. 

1[6 . (SBU)  The  CPDH  leaders  were  alarmed  that  the  November 
elections  could  produce  a National  Assembly  in  which  Ortega's 

FSLN  and  the  leftist  alliance  of  Herty  Lewites  ( "Alliance 
Herty  2006")  would  have  a majority  of  seats.  Although 
Lewites  claims  to  be  building  a democratic  center-left 
alternative  to  the  FSLN,  the  CPDH  leaders  noted  that  much  of 
his  funding  comes  from  Humberto  Ortega,  Daniel's  brother  and 
former  commander  of  the  Sandinista  army.  The  CPDH  fears 
that,  whatever  the  reality  or  the  fiction  of  the  present 
Daniel-Herty  split,  the  two  will  end  up  joining  forces  after 
the  elections. 

TRIVELLI 


